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Must Reads 


Message to Lawmakers: Say What 
You Really Think 

A new study shows that when legislators make 
their stance on even controversial issues public, 
they convince people to join their side. 

America Won the Battle against 
Smoking but Risks Losing the War 

States have reduced smoking to an all-time low. 
But future efforts suddenly seem hazy. 

Blinded by Light Pollution 

Artificial light is a growing problem that’s hurting 
humans and animals. What are cities doing 
about it? 

A Better Way for Cities to Measure 
Greenhouse Gases 

Until now, there was no universal, 
comprehensive methodology for cities around 
the world to measure their emissions. One of 
the tool's creators explains its power in the fight 
against climate change. 


News in Numbers 

79 

Percent of New York's public housing units deemed 
“deficient” by the city housing authority. 


DECEMBER 16, 2014 

Birth Records and College 
Savings, All in One Form 

Rhode Island is streamlining its existing and underused 
program to allow parents to sign their children up for 
college savings accounts the day they’re born. 


Headlines from Around the Nation 

POLITICS 

• Local Governments Battle Businesses That Won't 
Serve Gays 

FINANCE 

• Oil-Dependent Alaska Faces a Massive Budget 
Shortfall 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

• Congress Quietly Ends U.S. Ban on Medical 
Marijuana 

• Supreme Court Rejects Arizona State Abortion 
Restrictions 

• Tennessee's GOP Governor Unveils Alternative to 
Medicaid Expansion 

INFRASTRUCTURE & ENVIRONMENT 

• Low Gas Prices May Kill Keystone Pipeline Project 

PUBLIC SAFETY & JUSTICE 

• Police Allowed to Make 'Reasonable Mistakes,' 
Rules U.S. Supreme Court 

• California Prepares for Millions of Immigrants 
Applying for Driver's Licenses 

• Utah's Deadly Speed Limit Increase 




MORE NUMBERS 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Who said that? 

"Other states don’t want to be the new New 
York." 

MORE QUOTES 


Enjoy this newsletter? 

Governing has 9 others delivering news and 
commentary on a wide range of topics 
straight to your inbox. Check out our 
selection and subscribe for free today. 


Health Care Policies and Practices that Work 

Health care legislation and mandates may have dominated 
the HHS landscape for the last several years, but as HHS 
agencies emerge from ACA-related chaos, new initiatives 
and hope for additional improvements in service delivery are 
beginning to emerge. This Special Report details the current 
state of health and human services and takes a closer look 
at initiatives by state and local governments that attempt to 
improve outcomes with strategies that buck the status quo. 

Read the paper here. 



More News & Commentary 

BETTER, FASTER, CHEAPER 

Doubling Down on the Innovation-Team 
Model 

Another 14 cities are about to build their own "i-teams." No 
longer an experimental approach, it's a proven route to 
cross-cutting accomplishments. 
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